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PHOENIX — Defenders of tra
ditional marriage are winning bat
tles around the nation, but many
people have the opposite impres
sion, a leading pro-familyactivist
said in an interview.

"It's amazing how much we've
won, how long we've held [same-
sex 'marriage'] back. But this is
not being covered by almost any
body," Alan Sears told The Wan
derer in a June 27 telephone inter
view.

Sears is president, CEO and
general counsel of theAlliance De
fense Fund (ADF), a national le-
gal-activist organization based in
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suburban Scottsdale to defend tra
ditional moral values and religious
freedom.

After Alabamans recently voted
overwhelmingly in favor of a con
stitutional amendment to protect
traditional marriage. Sears said he
didn't see any news stories longer
than a paragraph or two reporting
this. Nineteen other states already
had approved similar measures.

Speaking to thousands of peo
ple every month as he travels the
nation. Sears said he discovered
two things about their knowledge
of the effort to defend traditional
marriage. "Number one, the aver

age person doesn't have a clue
about what's going on out there.
Number two, they think we're los-
mg.

However, when the American
people have the opportunity to
vote on the question, "They vote
overwhelmingly for traditional
marriage," he said.

Sears said ADF has been in
volved in more than 30 cases "re
lating to the future of marriage in
America... literally from Hawaii
and Alaska to Florida," as well as
dozens of other cases concerning
the homosexual agenda, aside
from marriage.

"... It's been a miracle and
we've held the line," Sears said,
adding that every state needs a
marriageamendment. And the na
tion needs a federal marriage-pro
tection amendment, he said.

When President George W.
Bush recently spoke in favor of a
federal amendment, he cited pro
tectionagainst"activistjudges" as
a reason for the constitutional mea
sure, Sears said.

The American Civil Liberties
Union and homosexual activists
"do not want the people to be al-
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lowedtodecidethis,"Searssaid.
Theywanttokeepthisajudge
thing."

HesaidtheACLUeithersuesto
stopvotesonmarriageamend
mentsfromtakingplaceortoover
turntheresults.

After70%ofNebraskanscasting
ballotsapprovedanamendment
protectingtraditionalmarriage,
"oneClintonjudgeoverturned"
theresult.Searssaid;addingthat
therulingbytheBillClinton-ap
pointedjudgeagainsttheamend
mentnowisonappeal.

WhencitizensofHawaiiand
Alaskavotedin1998fortradition
almarriage.Searssaid,IraGlasser,
thentheexecutivedirectorofthe
ACLU,said,'Today'sresultsprove
thatcertainfundamentalissues
shouldnotbeleftuptoamajori
tyvote."

Searssaidamajormessageto
Americansshouldbe,"Same-sex
'marriage'isnotinevitable."

AfterthecityofSanFrancisco
startedissuingbogus"marriageli
censes"tohomosexualcouplesin
2004,anumberofhomosexualac
tivistsbeganwritingarticlesthat
"basicallyproclaimedtheyhad
won.Itwasjustamatteroftime
now.Theyweregoingtogetit
all,"Searssaid.

However,aftertheADF'sJordan
Lorencepresentedthecaseagainst
thecitybeforetheCaliforniaSu
premeCourt,thatcourtvoidedthe
licenses.

Searssaidhomosexualactivists
"stillthinktheyhave...theen
duringpowertowin,"andthink
thatsupportersoftraditionalmar
riage"willbecomewearyofthe
fight....They'llquitandgo
away."

But,hesaid,evenvotersinOr
egon,oftenthoughtofasasecu
lariststateinattitude,approveda
marriage-protectionamendmentin
2004.Theamendmentwonwitha
57%majority.

"Wecan[win]ifwechooseto
win,"Searssaid."We'vegottostay
engaged"inthefight.

Homosexualactivistshave
broaderaimstoo,hesaid."This
agendaisnotjustaboutpeople
whowanttoredefinemarriage...
Itisverymuchaboutpunishing
thosewhodon'tagreewith[same-
sex'marriage']anddon'tgo
along."

Hesaidanincreasingnumberof
articlestakeupthethemethatap
provinghomosexual"marriage"

wouldincreasediscrimination
againstChristians.

"Ifthehomosexualactivists
achievetheirstandardofhaving
homosexualbehaviorequated
with[protectionagainst]racial
discrimination,theywouldprob
ablysucceedinhavingtax-eT^mlpt
stams"removedfromchurchep,he
said.

SearsandCraigOstenar^-
thorsofTheHomosexualAgei
ExposingthePrincipalThrt
ReligiousFreedomToday(B
man&Holman).

Hesaidhomosexuals'c_
effortsare"simplystepsalon
waytothedestination,whii
abolishingmarriageentirely"
goalwhichtheyopenlystai

.theirconferences.
Homosexualactivistsd

wantanytypeofsexualbeh-|.vw.
tobevieweddifferentlybythelaw
thananyothersexualbehavior.
Searssaid,addingthatnotevery
memberofthehomosexualmove
menthasthisbroadagoal.

Fightingthebattleform
acrossthenation,Sears
"What'sastoundingishow
workgoesintoeverycase."

"Theonlyplacewe'velos
termsofafinaldecision,afteijall
issaidanddone,isMassac!_
setts,"Searssaid,referringto|th|e
2003decisionbythatstate's
premeJudicialCourttoleg
"gaymarriage."

Andeventhere,hesaid,.
JordanLorencehasarguedon
halfofasubsequentinitiative
titionforastateconstitutii
amendmenttodefinemarri.
givingthepeopletherightto
cidetheissue.

Eventhoughafederalmarri
protectionamendmentfailedinjpi
U.S.SenateinJune,Searsrecalee
thedeterminationofanti-slawry
crusaderWilliamWilberforce,wiio
foughtfordecadesbeforetheslav^
tradewasabolishedintheBritish
Empireinthe19"'century.|

Searssaidcourtdecisionsori
same-sex"marriage"areexpected
shortlyinNewYork,NewJersey
andWashingtonstate.J

ADFlegalcounselDaleScho-
wengerdttoldTheWanderertlai
inrecentyears,marriage-prot!c-
tionamendmentshavepassedwitt
anaverage72%approvalofvot
ers,a"prettyamazing"margin,
'Teoplestillviewmarriageasare
lationshipbetweenamanams
woman,andtheyfeelpret>
stronglyaboutit,"hesaid.
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Traditionalmarriagehasdone
wjellevenbeforemostjudges,
Schowengerdtsaid,explaining
thattheyrecognizethe"statehas
avitalinterestinprocreation,"
ardindu-ectingprocreationinto
aiiarriagerelationship.

"Kidsdobestinamarriageen-
viponjment,betweenamanand
w]|man,"hesaid,pointingout
ihitafundamentalofmarriage"is
aboutchildren."

Ontheotherh^d,hesaid.tit-
istsforsame-sex"marriage"fo-

ci^s6njusttheadults'relation-
shj^.

maJune27interview,Scho-
wcngerdtsaidthatalthoughsome
trialcourtshaveoverturnedthe
traaitionaldefinitionofmarriage,
onlyoneappellatecourthasdone
so]

leACLU,astrongproponent
lomosexual"marriage,""hasfi-
lycomeoutandadmittedthey
portpolygamyandabolishing
ageofconsent....Persond
)nbmytrumpsthecommon
)dofsociety"fortheACLU,
lo\yengerdtsaid.
omosexualactivistshope

_1^willbeconditionedbythe
feddiaovertheyearstoaccept
tjhejfrbehavior,hesaid.

'̂Thehomosexualagendahas
thatstrategy,"Schowengerdt

1...They'vereallytargeted
newsmediaTheirgoalis
jetthebehaviornormalized,
idoftogetthe'yuck'factor

inated."
.egardingrecenthomosexual-

ins|pirpddiscriminationagainst
fai^iilCatholics,columnistJohn
LeowroteonJune18:"Thegov
ernorofMarylandfiredoneofhis
apbbinteestotheWashington
[DJC.]Metrotransitauthority
bostfdforstatinganegativeopin
ionofhomosexualityonacable
TV]talkshow.Theboardmember,
RotertSmith,hadsaid:*Homo-
seXjUalbehavior,inmyview,is

ant.I'maRomanCatholic.'
governor,RobertEhrlich,
Simth'sremarkswere'high-
lappropriate,insensitive,and

dceptable.'
..Whydidn'tGov.Ehrlich

j>lysaythathedisagreeswith
41h^tconsidershimanexcel-

publicservant,"Leocontin-
"whichtheWashingtonPost
rageofthestorymakesclear

s?TheansweristhatinWash-
>nJandamongtheelitesev-
ihejre,approvdofhomosexu-
'isnowmandatory."


